
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



American <Sc!jool 
of Classical Studies 
at &tfjens 



AN ATTIC LEASE INSCRIPTION 



[Plate I] 



10 



20 



[ ® € ] O I 

o]i opyecoves ifjLLcrdcoaav to lepbv to- 
v\ 'JLyperov AcoyvrJTcoi 'ApKetrCkov Me- 
Xirel ek Se/ca errj : H H - Spax/jLcov tov e- 
vlolvtov €fcd<TTOV, %prj . . crQai tcol l- 

pCOL KOLL TOLL? oIkLClQl)? TOLL? ivCOLKoS- 

firj/jLevaLS cb? lepcoL. TrepLaXetyeL 8- 
Al6jv7)to<; kcu tcov Tofycov toxs Be- 

OfAeVOV?, €VOLKoSo/JL7]Cr€L Sk KOLL KCLT- 

aaicevcLL teal a\V oa civ tl fiovXrjTtu 
ALoyvrjros. otolv Se 6 %p6vos i^fyi 
olvtloi rrj$ heicaeTLas, aireicTLV €%cov 

TCL £v\a KOLL TOV KCpOL/JLOV KOLL TCL QvpcO- 

fi]aTa, tcov 8* aXkcov KLvrjaeL ovdiv. hrV" 
15 fi]e\rj(T€TaL Se koll tcov SevSpcov tcov 

iv TCOL L€pCOL TT€$>Vk6tG)V, KOLL CUV Tl ij- 

\€L7T€l avT€/JL/3a\e2 koll irapahcocrei 
tov avTov api0fi6v. ttjv Be /jllctOcoctiv 
cnrohcocreL AioyvrjTos tcol ael Tafiie- 
vovtl tcov opyecovcov eKctcTTOV tov iv- 

LOLVTOV TTJfJL /JL€V r//JLLCT€ClV TCL$ I H • 8pCL%fia[$ 
TOV T$07)8pO/JLLCOVO<; TTJL VOVfirjVlCLL, 

TTjv Be \oL7rr)v tcis : H • Bpa^ixa^; tov 'EXa- 
<f)r)fto\Lcovo<; ttjl vov\a(t))vloll. otolv Se 
0vcocrLV oi opyecoves tcol rfpcoi tov Bo- 
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rjSpofjLLcovos, irape^iv AtoyvrjTov r- 

7]V oiiciav, ov to iepov io-rcv, aveoocy- 

(i€V7)V kal areyrjv Kal to otttolviov 

Kal Kklvas Kal Tpaire^as eh Svo Tfh 
30 LKkiva. iav Se pr) cnroS 18001 ttj/jl /xiaO- 

ohtlv Alojvtjtos iv tois %povoi<; tols 

yeypafjLfAevoL? rj TaXka fir) iroii tcl iv 

Trji fiLa6cl)(T€L yeypafjLfjbeva, aicvpos 

ecTTO) avrcbi 7] ficaOooac^ Kal (TTep€(r6\jo 
35 tcov %v\cov teal tov fcepd/xov Kal tcov 

OvpoofiaTcoVy Kal ifjeo-Too toI<; opyeaxn 

fjbiaOovv otcol av fiovXoovrac. iav Si tis 

elafyopa, yivrjTaL, curb tov Tifirj/jLaTOS 

tols 6pyea)(TLV elvac. avaypdyjrat Se 

40 TTJfl fJLL(T0OO(TLV TTjvSe AtOJVTJTOV €1$ 

ttjv <JTrjkr)V ttjv virap'xovcrav iv tcol i- 
epcbc. %p6vo$ apyei 777? fuaOdxTeoos 
apj(a>v 6 fjiera J£6pocf3ov apftovTa. 

The stele bearing this inscription is in the library of the 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens. It was pre- 
sented to the American School on February 24, 1896, by a gen- 
tleman who also furnished evidence locating the place where 
it was found in a house-lot on the slope north of the Hill of 
the Nymphs, near the southeast angle of the YLtjttov ®r)<reiov 
and within the probable limits of the old deme Melite. 

The stele is of Pentelic marble, and is of a common type. 
It is 0.65 m. in height, averages 0.28 m. in width, and is fin- 
ished at the top by a small imitation pediment (only partially 
shown in Plate I), the architrave of which still bears the 
letters I of the formal heading ®eoL 

The inscription consists of forty-three lines, including the 
heading, with twenty-eight letters regularly to the line. It is 
complete ; few letters are missing or even doubtful, though 
the face of the stone is badly corroded down through the 
middle, and the cutting is rather careless. It is engraved con- 
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sistently oto^SoV, except in lines 21, 31, 34, 36, 37, 38, where, 
in each case, one or two extra letters are crowded in at the end 
of the line. In seven lines, viz. 10, 11, 15, 22, 28, 33, 35, the 
cutter has left the last space vacant to avoid breaking an 
initial syllable. In eight lines, however, he has broken syl- 
lables, even separating the vowels of a diphthong at the end 
of line 19, and probably also at the end of line 2. The letters 
are 0.005 m. in height, and are normal for the end of the 
fourth century B.C. 

The condition of the stone deserves notice in three particu- 
lars. It is a palimpsest. In the smooth space below the last 
line of our inscription there are faint but unmistakable traces 
of scattered letters, particularly omicron, which is apparently 
the most persistent of inscribed characters. These obliterated 
letters seem to have been of the same size and form as those in 
the later inscription, while near the middle of the stone, at the 
beginning of line 26, there are traces of a larger letter, which 
possibly represents still another inscription. Below the bevel 
of the architrave also, the stone shows that it has been worked 
off for a new face. 

At the beginning of lines 5, 6, 7, and 8, a chip has been 
broken from the stone, apparently before the present inscrip- 
tion was made, for the successive initial letters e, e, o, and e, 
which are marked off by the vertical line in the printed text, 
have been cut in the ragged depression. It might be a ques- 
tion whether this was not done by a later hand restoring lost 
letters, if there were sufficient reason for restoration, and if it 
were not for the dittography of epsilon, lines 4-5. This makes 
it quite certain that the stone was already broken. The stone- 
cutter at first avoided the broken space by cutting the letter N 
of iviavrov on the true face where it stands, but presently he 
changed his mind, cut letters in the depression in lines 6, 7, 
and 8, and afterward filled in the E in the fifth line, completing 
the column, but producing dittography. 

Finally, the left projection of the quasi-pediment has been 
worked off, roughly but purposely, and evidently to adapt the 
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stone to a secondary use, — to a place in a wall most likely, 
or perhaps in a pavement. For this reason, less significance 
attaches to the precise spot where the stone was discovered. 

TRANSLATION 
"The Gods 

" The Orgeones leased the Heron of Egretes 'to Diognetus, son of Arcesilas, 
of Melite, for ten years, at two hundred drachmae each year, [Diognetus] 
to use the hieron and the buildings therein built as a hieron. And Diog- 
netus shall coat over those walls that need it and shall build therein and put 
in order [by way of improvements] whatever else Diognetus may please. 

" When the time of his ten years is out, he shall leave, taking with him 
the woodwork and the tiling and the doors with their frames, but nothing 
else shall he disturb. 

" Furthermore, he shall care for the trees that are growing in the hieron, 
and, if any fail, he shall replace it, and he shall turn over the original 
number. 

" The rental Diognetus shall pay to the one who is for the time being 
steward of the Orgeones, each year — one-half, namely, one hundred drach- 
mae, on the first day of Boedromion, and the balance, namely, one hundred 
drachmae, on the first of Elaphebolion. 

" And further, when the Orgeones make sacrifice to the Hero in Boedro- 
mion, Diognetus shall have the house, where the hieron is, ready and open ; 
[he shall have ready] also its shed and the oven, and couches and tables for 
two dining-rooms. 

" If Diognetus shall not pay the rental at the time prescribed, or if he 
fail to execute the other requirements specified in the lease, the lease shall 
be null and void to him, and he shall forfeit the woodwork and the tiling 
and the doors with their appurtenances, and it shall be the right of the 
Orgeones to lease the property to whomsoever they please. 

"If there is any tax, it is to be deducted from the payment to the 
Orgeones. 

"Diognetus shall have this lease inscribed on the stele that is in the 
hieron. 

" Time of the lease begins with the Archon succeeding Coroebus." 

The date, then, of this /jlio-0g>cti<} is fixed by the last entry in 
the inscription. Coroebus was Archon Ol. 118.3 = B.C. SOB- 
SOS. He was succeeded by Euxenippus. 

Six readings in the text require comment. In line 3 the first 
letter is gone. The name of the hero, but for this inscription, 
is as yet unknown, and therefore fails to determine between 
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reading the article which precedes as to, neuter accusative, or 
as tov, in agreement with the hero's name. The reading to 
would leave the initial of the name to be supplied, while the 
construction would be that in such common expressions as tov 
Brjfiov tov 'AOrjvaicov. 1 On the other hand, the reading tov, given 
in the text, is justified by the usage, also common, found, for 
example, in to Hcepbv tov KoSpov in a lease 2 of the fifth century, 
and in tov ftcofjibv tov TVKovtcdvos . 3 In OvptofiaTa, line 14, the 
workman has carelessly cut V where T was intended, and this 
raises a third possibility as to the name of the hero — eTpeTov 
instead of 'Eyperov. On the stone is ETPETOY with the cross- 
bar of the gamma projecting slightly to the left of the vertical 
stroke. No initial letter can be supplied so as to make a known 
epithet, or even a new one that is more rational than 'EypeTov. 
This seems to be true also of the remotely possible alternative 
— eTperov. So I choose the simplest reading to\_v~] 'EypeTov. 
It is the hieron of 'EypeTrjs or "EypeTos. 

While there seems to be no conclusive evidence by which to 
identify the hero or god of this temenus, there are two clews, 
both tending toward some connection with Apollo. One is 
through the linguistic associations of the word iypeTrjs, the 
other is the reference to the hero in lines 24-26 of this inscrip- 
tion, OTav Se Ovcoaiv oi opyewves tS> r\p(o tov fiorjSpofJuebvos. It 
cannot be maintained that in this expression, considered by 
itself, tov /3or)8pofucovo<; implies anything except time value 
with Ovcoacv, but its close sequence to tfpa) may reflect a com- 
mon association, and it certainly suggests Callimachus's line : 4 

(07TOWoV, 7T0\\0L (7€ /3o7)8p6fUOV KCtXeOVGL. 

The form iypeT^ appears to be related to iyecpco, 5 and it may 
be conjectured that from the radical meaning 'wake,' 'urge,' 
6 'Ey peTrjs designates 'the leader.' The evidence is too slight 6 

1 C.I.A. II, 249i 8 . 2 Am>t J% Arch., First Series, III, 1887, p. 38. 

« 'E0. 'Ap X . 1883, p. 114, insc. B. 

4 Callimach. Els 'Att^XX. 69. Cf. Paus. IX, 17, 2 ; and Robert-Preller, Griech. 
Mythol. p. 263 with note 3. 

5 Hesych. s.v. cypero • eyeipero. 

6 But see Od. e 48 — Toiis 5' avre kclI {/wv&ovras tyelpei. 
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to connect this epithet with Hermes, but 'EypeTrj? would take 
its place quite naturally, both from its form and its apparent 
meaning, in a group of epithets 2 of Apollo which have radical 
differences, but which show symptoms of interrelation, at least 
through confusion, or by fanciful transference. Among these 
epithets of Apollo, 'T&yperrjs approaches most nearly to ayperrj^. 
This latter occurs in an inscription of Chios in the form 
9 A7r6\\covo$ 'Aypereco. In his discussion of it in B. C.H. Ill, 
1879, p. 322, M. Haussoullier said: "C'est la premiere fois, 
croyons-nous, qu'on rencontre l'epithete ayperem, aypereco. Le 
mot semble forme du meme radical que ay peri)?." Cf. Hesy- 
chius, ayperav • qyejAova. 0e6v. 

In line 5 there is a curious omission between r\ and a in the 
word XPV - • <r0cU' There is the proper space for two letters. 
The stone is perfectly preserved here, and was never cut. Is 
it a correction in Greek prose composition ? Either xprj(cra)<T0ai 
or xpr}{(re)adaL would fill the requirements. It might be that 
the aorist was loosely projected, and then was abandoned for 
the continuative notion of the present by simply leaving aa 
uncut ; or, perhaps the cutter skipped two letters by careless 
oversight such as can be proved in some inscriptions. This 
presupposes, in either case, that the letters were sketched on 
the stone before cutting. 

In line 6, OIKIA^ may be for ol/ctaQi)?, by the omission of 
iota in transferring from the copy to the stone. 

Inline 10, the seventh letter is iota, completing KATA3KEYAI. 
As a noun in the nominative plural, KaraaKeval would be with- 
out syntax here. It cannot be any identified form. A violent 
emendation into icaTaaicevaQi) would be unsatisfactory, even if 
there were any reasonable way of explaining the iota as unin- 
tentional. The words immediately preceding are ivoi/coSofiijo-eL 
Be teat, tcaracncevai, if sound, must be tcaTaa/ceva, an asigmatic 

1 'At^twp, an epithet of 'AirSWwv Kapveios in Argos, v. Robert-Preller, Griech. 
Mythol. p. 250, 3. dpxTV^s, Paus. I, 42, 5, and C.LG. 3905; for other cases 
and discussion, v. Robert-Preller, p. 269, and note 3. aypir-ris, B. C.H. HI, 1879, 
p. 322. Cf. rbv ay pevrav 'A7r6XXw in Soph. O.C. 1091, and for aypevrfyy dypcvs, 
d7/>cuos, v, Robert-Preller, p. 272. 
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future and coordinate with ivot/coBofi^aet ; and it is, there- 
fore, an extremely interesting ease, occurring so early as the 
fourth century. Futures of this type, 1 from a verb in -a£o), 
have not been identified earlier than the second century B.C., 2 
and even then they are still comparatively rare. 3 This par- 
ticular form is identified for the first time in this inscription. 

A grammatical difficulty appears in line 10, in the words teal 
a\V oo-' av re /3ov\t)tcu. Can n follow oaa in this way ? No 
other instance has been found in a careful search of Attic 
inscriptions down to the first century B.C. ; and if such free- 
dom had been possible to the orators, we should hardly expect 
to find it preserved. Two possible emendations may be men- 
tioned, — «? av tl and orav tl. For the latter I am indebted 
to Dr. Wilhelm of the Austrian Archaeological Station at 
Athens. It seems more likely 4 than arc av tl because and 
ft are so distinct in fourth-century writing, but I can see no 
sufficient reason for a mechanical error or for confusion to 
account for the change to O^ANTI in either case. It is more 
reasonable, perhaps, to accept the grammatical difficulty and 
keep to the reading on the stone. 

In line 24, NOYMINIAI is read vovnQq)viai, because I instead 
of H here must be a mechanical error. Phonetic confusion 
between rj and i in the fourth century B.C. is out of the ques- 
tion, and, besides, the letter is cut correctly in the same word 
in line 22. 

1 G. Meyer, Griech. Gramm. 3te Aufl. 538 a. 

2 Dittenberger, Syll. 248, note 26, commenting on KaraffKevav in C.I. G. 2058, 
B 29, says, "Eiusmodi verborum in -dfw futura contracta in titulis trium pos- 
tremorum a. Chr. saeculomm satis frequentia sunt. Hermae, XVI, p. 172, 
not. 1 " ; but Meisterhans, Gramm. d. attisch. Inschriften, § 64, 2, places the 
earlier limit a century later, " Auch (ncev&fa bildet bis ins II. Jahrh. v. Ch. sein 
Futur sigmatiscb. Erst vom II. Jahrh. an findet sich auch (ricevQ." 

3 The series of occurrences with and without sigma given by Meisterhans, § 64, 
note 1249, is interesting: iwi<rKevd<rei, O.I.A. II, 167 46 , (shortly after 307 B.C., 
and so about the time of this inscription) ; Karaaicevdcrovvi, ibid. 403 33 (third 
century B.C.) ; /AeraKarao-Keudo-o^res, ibid. 404 32 (150-100 B.C.) ; KaTaoTcfei/JwpTes, 
ibid. 595i 8 (200-100 B.C.); KaTa<TK«/w<ri[>], ibid. 405 5 (circa 150 B.C.); |>eraKaT]- 
ao-KevQcriv, ibid. 404i 4 (150-100 b.c). 

4 Cf. Dittenberger, Syll. 369 7 , tin «a etXrji.. 
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Among linguistic and grammatical peculiarities of lesser 
importance, three may be deemed worthy of mention. 

In line 14, ovOev is a form which became common in New 
Attic. It was once held to have come in with Theban influ- 
ence after the battle of Leuctra, and this error is repeated 
in the eighth edition of Liddell and Scott's Lexicon. The 
form had possibly a local origin, and it is absolutely cer- 
tain that its use antedates the Theban Hegemony by sev- 
eral years. Its counterpart, firjOev, is said to be found first 
in an Attic inscription of 378 B.C., 1 and ovOev occurs re- 
peatedly in C.I.A. II, 789 20 , which may be dated not later 
than 373 B.C. 

The first syllable of iroei ( = irorj) in line 32 is an example 
of the transition from ol to o, which in this word begins con- 
siderably before the middle of the fifth century. 2 Its second 
syllable -ei represents HI of the subjunctive, which, according 
to Meisterhans, 3 became increasingly frequent after 380, and 
prevailed after 300 B.C. Yet here in this inscription, as late 
as 305, we have both forms still side by side, — t]i in e^w^t, 
line 11, and ei in i^Xeiire^ line 17, and in 7roet, line 32. 

The subject-matter of the inscription is definite, concise, and, 
in the main, clear in meaning. It is a ten-year lease contract 
between the Orgeones and one Diognetus. It contains unfor- 
tunately no new testimony touching the Orgeones beyond what 
has been already gathered by Foucart, 4 and by Tarbell in his 
' Study of the Attic Phratry.' 5 

Diognetus is designated as a resident in Melite, and this fact, 
taken in connection with the alleged provenience of the inscrip- 
tion, strengthens the natural presumption that the hieron was 
situated in this quarter of the city. 

1 C.I.A. II, 17 37 . 

2 E.g., C.I.A. IV, 27a 4i (dated about 445 b.c), and in the signature 'Avdoicldes 
4ir6e<rev (Berlin, Vasensamml. no. 2159), not later than 500 b.c. 

3 Gram. d. attisch. Inschriften, § 15, 7. 

4 Des Associations Beligieuses chez les grecs, pp. 20 ff. 

5 Papers of the American School at Athens, V, pp. 182 f. {Am. J. Arch., Eirst 
Series, V, 1889, pp. 147 f.). 
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TrepLaXefyet, in line 7, may cover the several processes of 
patching, facing with stucco, whitewashing, etc., which are 
differentiated in an inscription 1 from Eleusis in the expression, 
rbv ficofibv rov JIXovtcdvos TrepiaXeltyat, /cal icoviaaai /cal Xevfcaxrat 
/cal rov? /3a>/Aoy? rolv deolv. 

/caraa/cevai, lines 8-9, may be interpreted as permission to 
enlarge the existing buildings of the hieron by somewhat per- 
manent improvements. In Polybius, VI, 17, 2, a distinction is 
made between iiria-fcevd^ and /caraa/cevds, the former seeming 
to designate repairs, the latter improvements ; and in Ditten- 
berger's SylL 369, there is an expression not unlike the one 
in hand : ^pr^eiaOco he /cal tool irepl to lepb[y %(bpa)i] tcjl SafioaccoL 
on tea OeXrji, ore /ca [/j,rj a 7ro]Xt? /carao-fcevdljrjL, 'he shall use the 
tract around the hieron belonging to the public domain as much 
as he pleases, (that is) as much of it as the state has not im- 
proved [by building].' 

It is curious to notice what is regarded as belonging perma- 
nently to the real estate, and what is of a transient, movable, 
and personal value. Diognetus, at the close of his ten-year 
lease, is to take away as his own the woodwork, even to the 
doors, their posts and frames, and also the tiling of the roof. 
Undoubtedly he would be obliged to supply all this rather 
expensive furniture during his occupancy; and the contract 
simply guarantees to him what is actually his own property, 
for he probably found the place as thoroughly "swept and 
garnished " as it was to be after his own departure. 

The price of rent, two hundred drachmae per annum, indi- 
cates a property of considerable value. The careful provision 
that the number of the trees be kept intact is also significant, 
and yet there is no mention of the number. 

The time of the semiannual payments is specified : the first 
in Boedromion (the date of the Feast to the Hero), the second 
six months later in JElaphebolion. 

Diognetus is to have full use of the whole estate, except at 
the time of the annual feast to the hero in Boedromion ; then 

1 'E0. »Ap X . 1883, p. 114. 
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he must make room, and have in readiness some of the more 
important things essential to the feast. 1 

The only thing that is obscure is the precise meaning of 
(TTeyrjv, line 28. It must be a noun, though it is conspicuously 
without an article, standing between its coordinates rrjv oliciav 
and to oTrrdvLov. If the article has not been omitted through 
carelessness, as there is no good reason to suppose, the meaning 
may be as indicated in the translation, 'the house and [its] 
shed,' or possibly, in spite of apparent coordination, areyrjv 
may be more closely connected with to otttoviov, ' a shed with 
the oven,' thereby designating appropriately a rather tempo- 
rary protection for the permanent oven, which stood, we may 
suppose, outside the house, although near by within the same 
enclosure. 

The provision, in lines 39 ff., that Diognetus have the con- 
tract inscribed ek rrjv aTrjXrjv rrjv vTrdpxovaav iv tcol lepojt, 
explains the palimpsest. We seem to have the stele that stood 
in the sanctuary, and on it are traces of the previous contract, 
which Diognetus erased when he fulfilled this specification. 

George Dana Lord. 

1 Cf. Dittenberger's Syll. 37920, tkv $£ tis Tpdwefav zrXi?pcDi tuh dew, Xa^jSa^rw 

rb TJfJLKTV. 



